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Do not seek outside yourself  Man is his
own star; and the soul that can Render an
honest and a perfect man, Commands all
light, all influence, all fate; Nothing to him
falls early or too late. Our acts our angels
are, or good or ill, Our fatal shadows that
walk by us still.  Published first in 1841 in
Essays and then in the 1847 revised edition
of Essays, Self-Reliance took shape over a
long period of time. Throughout his life,
Emerson kept detailed journals of his
thoughts and actions, and he returned to
them as a source for many of his essays.
Such is the case with Self-Reliance, which
includes materials from journal entries
dating as far back as 1832. In addition to
his journals, Emerson drew on various
lectures he delivered between 1836 and
1839.
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